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Opening hymn
1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
for all gentle thoughts and mild: [Refrain]

Refrain:

Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our hymn of grateful praise.
2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower,
sun and moon, and stars of light: [Refrain]

5 For thyself, best gift divine
to the world so freely given;
for that great, great love of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heaven: [Refrain]

Psalm 20
1

May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, *
the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;
2 Send you help from his holy place *
and strengthen you out of Zion;
3 Remember all your offerings *
and accept your burnt sacrifice;
4 Grant you your heart's desire *
and prosper all your plans.
5 We will shout for joy at your victory and triumph in the Name of our God; *
may the LORD grant all your requests.
6 Now I know that the LORD gives victory to his anointed; *
he will answer him out of his holy heaven, with the victorious strength of his right hand.
7 Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, *
but we will call upon the Name of the LORD our God.
8 They collapse and fall down, *
but we will arise and stand upright.
9 O LORD, give victory to the king *
and answer us when we call.
Reader and People together
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A Reading from First Samuel
15:34-16:13
Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul
again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had
made Saul king over Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons." Samuel said, "How can I go? If
Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the Lord said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, `I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom I name to you." Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He
said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he
looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed is now before the Lord." But the Lord said to
Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him;

for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the
Lord chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the Lord
chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The
Lord has not chosen any of these." Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said,
"There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy,
and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one."
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the
Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
The Word of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God
Mark 4:26-34
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to
them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
The Word of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God
Sermon Hymn
1. For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God;
for the gifts of every nation,
thanks be to God;
for the ploughing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safe-keeping,
thanks be to God.
2. In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done;
in the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done;

in our world-wide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.
3. For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God;
for the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God;
for the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

*******************************************************************************************************************
Closing Hymn
1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart!
3 Yes, on through life's long path,
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
still chanting as ye go,
Your festal banner wave on high,
from youth to age, by night and day,
the cross of Christ your King.
in gladness and in woe: [Refrain]
Refrain:

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
2 With voice as full and strong
as ocean’s surging praise,
send forth the sturdy hymns of old,
the psalms of ancient days. [Refrain]

4 At last the march shall end;
the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest. [Refrain]

